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Stilhvater County, Montana, believes in the Clean Water Act (CWA) and. its accomplishments. However,
we-are. opposed to Bill H.l-- 2121(Bill) because of what we see as an alarming e.xpansion of the federai
authority of the CWA under the Bill. Counties are responsible for a wide range of activities designed to
protect the health and well-being of their citizens. Stillwater County's fear is this Bill may pre-empr some
of these ingrained, local land uses and give the Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) excessive control over all wateriheds in-the Uniied Stut.r.

Passage ofthe Bill would affect counties on many different levels. One would bethe Section 404 permitting
program administered by thg Cgtqt. Federal and state monies are often tied to 

"ou,rty.oad 
and bridgiprojects' If.ploject construction is belayed because of delayed 404 Permit approval, the coirnty would face

Iosing crucial federal and state funding and would also suifer cost ovemrns.

The number one industrY in Montana is agriculturg and Stillwater County has a.largeagriculture base. rhisBill would adversely affect our ranch and fu.- communities; Farmers witrr inigat;d f[lds would be under
federal regulations while.irrigating their crops, and ranchers would be affectedkhen livestock is watering
and grazing in pastures. Agriculture producers throughout Montana, including.Stillwater C"*ty, ut;;;;
attentive to the environment because they own and rianage over 64%oof the land in Montana.

Sti.llwater Mining Comparyr (SMC) in Stillwater County conducts mining operations for platinum andpalladium at the stillwater Mine near Nye, Montana. slrlc is engaged. irittti development, extraction,
processing, and smelting of these and. associated metals in Stillwater County. SMC is the only know
significant source of platinum group metals in the United States and one ofthrqe mines world wide. SMC
:TPl"It ^over 

1,600 people-and is the largest tax payer in Stillwater Counr-v. SMC also pays over
$16,000,000 intaxes to the State of Montana. This Biliwould haVe a significant, detririiental economic
impact on cunent mining operations, maioi"iu"o ofexisting mines and exploration fo. n.* Ji"r;;; ,il,
in Montana but ilso nationrvide. ' Q .---:-

Stillwater County opposes this Bill because it expands the definition of waters.and gives the EpA, Corps,
and other fedgral agencies control over all watershed activities that affect waters in Iocal and statejurisdictions. The StillwotT C?lnry Commissioners do not want tHs Bill to overfum the Rapanos und
swANcc supreme court Decisions of 2006 and 2001, pspectivery

Respectively ,

Honorable Repre sentative :
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